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To my Worthy Friends: 


Francis Pemberton E/; Mr. Henry Hoare. 
Philip Percival E/q; Stew Ar. Godf. Woodward. 
William Cradock Ei; ards. Mr. Edward Progers. 
Thomas Betts Ei; Mr. James Ford. 
John Eekins Eſq; 3 Mr. Joleph Williams. 


Humphry Gore E Ar. Thomas Pellet. 


INCE, Gentlemen, it ig at 


upon Tou, to makg it as uſeful as You 
can, to Your Selves and Acquaintance, 
by following the Advice it gives Tou 
Your Selves, and encouraging them to 
do the like. Nothing can do preater 
Honour to Eton-School, than that 
the World ſhould ſee thoſe who” are E- 
ducated there , diſtinguiſh themſelves, 
by Virtue and good Maners, as well 
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: he Dedication. . _ 
as Learning. If this Diſcourſe ſpall 
contribute any thing to this good Purpoſe, 
it will be worth Your while to have 
at led it of me; if not, I ſhall have loſt 
my Labour, tho not my good Intentions 
of doing Jon Service. I am Gentle 
men, 


| Var Humble 8 


W. FrrETwOoOn 


Preach'd before te 
' GENTLEMEN 
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Job XXVIII. Ver. 28. 


Aud unto Man He ſaid, behold, the Fear of the 
Lord, that is Wiſdom, and. to depart from 
Evil is Underſtanding. 


OB is, in this place, endeavouring to perfwade 
his Friends, that they were miſtaken in their 
Accounts of God's Providence ; that this was 
not the Courſe he took in governing the World, 

that the Good ſhould always flouriſh, and the Wick- 
ed always ſuffer, in this Life; that it was the worſt 
way of judging either of Men or Cauſes, by Events ; 
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Since God had not appointed any certain and inva- 
riable Rule to act by, but acted always well and 
wiſely to be ſure, but yet 4 Counſels unſearchable, 
and by ways paſt finding out. That, tho' he had 
made Man very curious and inquiſitive, given him 
à large and comprehenſive Soul, endued -him with 
Abilities and Powers of great extent, and that he 
was a wiſe, ſagacious, underſtanding Creature, and 
could ſearch very deep and wide into the Cauſes and 
Eſſects of Nature; yet that the Providence of God 
in governing the World, in ordering and diſpoſing 
of Men's Perſons and Affairs, was what they never 
could arrive at, a thing remov d beyond their reach, 
a Secret not imparted to the World, but reſerv'd to 
the Knowledge of God alone. This is the Connexi- 
on of this Chapter to the twenty ſeven going be- 
fore. You would perhaps know, why God puniſhes 
ſome Men, and not all, with the like Queſtions, 
but all the Wit and Learning of the World can't tell 
you why. Surely there is a Vein for the Silver, and 
a Place for the Gold where they find it. And then 
proceeds to ſum up ſeveral Difficulties, wherein the 
Wit and Induſtry of Men had ſucceeded in their cu- 
rious and laborious Scarches; but Verſe 12. where 
ſhall Wiſdom be found, and where is the place of Un- 
derſtanding? Poor Man may tire and loſe himſelf in 
paintul and ſollicitous Enquiries, after the Reaſons of 
God's Government, but never thall be able to find 
the Bottom of that Secret. And, to ſhew it was 
not to be durchas'd by him, the ſeven next Verſes 
are employ d to ſpeak the Praiſes and the Value of 
this Knowledge; and, at laſt, ta put a ſtop to all 
our Hopes and farther Searches, he tells us Ver. 23. 
Gad underſtandeth the way thereof, and knoweth the 
8 place 
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place thereof, He underſtands, and none but He, 
the Way and Method of his own Providence; He 
only knows the Place where Wiſdom dwells, which 
only is within himſelf. And ſince he is not pleaſed 
to communicate this Knowledge, it is our ſafeſt and 
our wiſeſt way to reſt our ſelves content without it: 
To make no farther Searches after what is hidden on 
purpoſe from us, either becauſe it would be uſeleſs 
to us, or elſe becauſe we are too weak to bear it. But 
then, that he might not ſeem to refuſe us any thing 
that is truly extellent, and ſerviceable to us in this 
mortal State, He imparts to us a Secret more de- 
ſireable, and better worth our knowing by a great 
deal; and that is, how to govern and behave our 
ſelves, amidſt the various and unequal Diſpenſati- 
ons of his Providence; that, however the World 
might go, we might be ſafe if we would; telling 
us, that if our Searches were in earneſt after Wil- 
dom and Underſtanding, He would direct us fo in- 
fallibly, that if we would but take the Courſe pre- 
{crib'd, we ſhould not fail of arriving to what we 
aimed at —- And unto Man He ſaid, behold, the 
Fear of the Lord, that is Wiſdom, and to depart from 
Evil is Underſtanding. 
Secret things belong to the Lord, (faith Moſes Deut. 
XXIX. 29.) but thoſe which are revealed belong to us, and 
te our Children, that we may do all the Words of this Law. 
How God diſpoſes of his Creatures, and ho'v he orders 
all things here, is ſecret to the Lord, and will be fo; 
and we with all our Reaſon cannot fathom that Abyſs, 
and therefgre it belongs not to us to enquire, or 
know: But what he has revealed, belongs entirely 
to us, and was revealed for that very purpoſe, that 
we might underſtand and practiſe it. And that, 
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in ſhort, is this, that 70 fear the Lord is Wiſdom, 
and to depart from Evil is Underſtanding, This it 
is given to Man to know, this 15 enough to make 
him happy ; this is ſufficient, this is proper for him ; 
this anſwers all the Ends of all tlie Wiſdom and 
the Underſtanding in the World: Nor can the 
Knowledge of Gods Providence or way of govern- 
ing the World, nor the Knowledge of any thing, 
or every thing beſides, compare with this; nor 
contribute near ſo much (if any thing at all) to 
true Happineſs ; this indeed is Hippineſs it ſelf; 
that which gives us Eaſe and Peace of Mind, per- 
tet Tranquility and Reſt within, whilſt we live 
here, and fills us full of good Aſſurances, and com- 
fortable Expectations, for the future, and frees our 
Hearts of Fear, that troubleſom uneaſy Paſſion, all 

which together make up perfect Happineſs. 
By The Fear of the Lord, may be underſtood 
the Whole of Religion, it being uſual enough in 
the Scriptures, to expreſs the Whole of our Duty, 
by ſome remarkable and neceſſary part of it. Or 
elſe it may ſignify that Principle of Fear on which 
we act, the very bottom of all Religion, and with- 
out which there would be no ſuch thing as Religi- 
on in the World. And it is here expreſs d by depart- 
ing from Evil, which are. Terms that ſignify the 
ſame thing; and fo are Wiſdom and Underſtanding. 
So that though there he two Sentences in the Text, 
yet they mean but one and the ſame thing; for he 
that feareth the Lord, will unavoidably depart from 
Evil; and there are Caſes wherein Men would not 
depart from Evil, unleſs the. Fear of God poſſeſſed 
their Minds. And he that feareth the Lord ſo as 
to depart from Evil, or that departeth from Evil 
| | be- 
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becauſe he feareth God, is a wiſe and underſtanding 
Perſon. So that, turn it on which fide we will, the 
Propoſition ſtill comes fit the ſame, tha 70 be Reli- 
gious, to fear God, to depart from Evil, is a Mans 
Wiſdom and Underſtanding, And this will appear 
more evident from theſe following Conſiderations. 
Firſt, it is thatin which all Sides and Parties are a- 
greed, and therefore has the faireſt Plea to Wiſ- 
dom that can be. Secondly, it is that, without which 
all other Points of what we call Wiſdom, will ſig- 
nity little or nothing. Thirdly, it is that, which 


of it ſelf, and without the reſt, is ſufficient to deno- 


minate a Man Wiſe and Underſtanding. Laſtly, 
it is that alone, which God appoints and deſigns us 
tobe wiſe in, and therefore we may be ſure, it is the beſt, 
and trueſt Wiſdom. Fit, it is that in which all Sides and 
Parties are agreed, and therefore has the faireſt Plea 
to Wiſdom. All other Parts and Points of Wiſdom 
are controverted; and Men argue with equal Heat, 
and equal Confidence, and almoſt equal Reaſon, 
one againſt the other, in defence of what they like 
themſelves, and in ſubverting what they diſapprove 
in others. That which is accounted Wiſdom in one 
Nation, is accounted holly in another, and ſome- 
times little leſs than Madneſs. And that which has 
obtained in one Age with all Aſſurance. poſſible, 
becomes, in the next, a matter of Diſpute at leaſt, 


and appears in another contradictious and abſurd ; ' 


and Men begin to wonder how their Fathers could 
be ſo perſwaded, how they came to take up with 
ſuch weak and ſuch ill-grounded Principles, and 
build ſuch ſenſleſs Superſtructures on them; how 
they could miſs ſuch plain and reaſonable Conclu- 
ſions, as appear at firſt ſight, and dwell ſo long in 
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1 Ignorance and Error. Nay, and the Opinions that 
| have reign'd for many Ages, abſolute and uncon- 
| troll'd, become at length, by ſome unlucky tow- 
3 ring Genius riſing up in Oppoſition, the matter of 
as much Deriſion and Contempt, as they were for- 
merly of Wonder and of Veneration. With what 
an Arbitrary Sway did Ari/torle rule the World for 
near two thouſand Years? And all the Schools of 
| Europe, Alia, and of habitable Afric, ſwore into his 
Words without Premeditation : They did no more 
ſuſpect his Skill, than they would have done, had Jove 
himfelf (according to their Fancies) dictated from 
Heav'n. And yet the Wiſdom of this Oracle, is now 
become the Theme of Declamation, and tis made a 
doubt whether he underſtood himſelf, or no; and Boys 
10 admire at the Succeſſion of his Schools, and at 
. the number of his Followers; and conclude the 
World was cheated, or aſleep for ſo many Cen- 
turies of Years, And tho his Philoſophy be the 
1025 egreateſt, yet is it not the only Inſtance of Peo- 
_ - ples levity of Judgment; and inconſtancy of O- 
. inion in the Matters of Wiſdom. Others have 
. ad their Reigns as well as He, and ſway'd the 
Generations that they liv'd · in, by the Truth, or 
by the Reputation of their VViſdom and their 
Learning ; and yet we can recover little of theſe 
. Men beyond their Names, and thoſg we owe too, 
- chiefly to the Confutation of their V Viſdom and 
Philoſophy by Others ; who, either by Revenge or 
VVantonneſs, have undergone: the ſame Fortune, 
from ſucceeding Generations. So that the Hiſtory 
of Learning is made up moſtly of a continued Se- 
ries of Confutations of former Opinions, and of 
new. Ones ſubſtituted in their Rooms; to be in 1e 
ee an 
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end order ſerved as they were. And ſo it is in o- 
ther Matters, the former Politics are now out of 
. Countenance and Credit, and tis thought a VVon- 
der how the World was 1 by them; the for- 
mer Cuſtoms appear ridiculous, and improper to 
their Purpoſe; and generally ſpeaking, all particu- 


lars in which Men are ſuppos d to exerciſe and ſewẽ 


their Wiſdom and Underſtanding, are either antiqua- 
ted by time, and laid aſide, as things uſeleſs, or baf- 


fled by new Experiments; either one Age confutes 


the Wiſdom of another Age, or one Party contro- 
verts the Wiſdom of another in the ſame. And e- 


ven the Science that pretends to Certainty it ſelf, is 


ſubject to this variation; and Men write Books of 


Demonſtration againſt each. other, and ſhew (they 
think) by undeniable Concluſions, the Truth of 
different and contrariant Propoſitions.” And all 
theſe things have happened, not from fooliſh and 


perverſe Gainſayers, from Men of little Underſtand- 


ing and great Confidence, from Men that know no- 


thing, and oppoſe every thing ; but from Men of 


great Abilities, of deep ſearch and thought, and e- - 
qualling, in all Reſpects, the Parties whoſe Opini- 
ons they diſpute againſt, and whoſe Judgments they 
oppoſe . . But it is not ſo, with fearing God and de- 


parting from Evil ; in this, all Ages, Times, and Pla- 
ces are agreed, all Parties have concurr'd in this, 
that this is Wiſdom, this is Underſtanding. Even 
they who-difler from each other, almoſt in every 
thing, and one would. ſometimes. think for very 
differing's ſake, yet are agreed in this. Even they 
whoſe Practice is flark naught, and every way ab- 
ſurd and wicked, yet give their Judgment and their 
Voice in Favour of this Wiſdom: Nay, they whoſe 
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Judgment is corrupted as their Practice, will givè 
their /oud Opinion and their publick Voice in be- 
half of Virtue and Religion, and conclude that it 
is Wiſdom, that they may not be accounted fooliſh 
and unreaſonable themſelves. They will -concur 
in Appearance at leaſt, with the reſt of Mankind ; 
which ſhews that that is the general and prevailin 
Notion of the World, in which alone it is end 
on all hands; and therefore certainly it has the fair- 
eſt plea, to be accounted Wiſdom, and to'be look'd 
upon as Underſtanding. If upon propoſal of ſe- 
veral Opinions of ſeveral People, we conclude that 
to be thelikelieſt and moſt probable in which the moſt 
cConcenter and agree, we were ſure to gain the Point 
in behalf of Virtue and Religion, for they, as yet, 
have carricd it without Conteſt. This indeed is mat- 
ter of Judgment or Opinion only, for if we muſt 
conclude by Practice, we are as much undone on the 
other ſide, and ſure to loſe the Cauſe by almoſt as 
many Voices ; but this is not the way to judge of 
Wiſdom. But yet this Contradiction of Men's Pra- 
ctice, and Defiance bid to their Judgment, make 
much for the Truth that I am trying to Eſtabliſh. 
For if neither a continual habit of ill Practice, nor 
the force of ill Examples all around, nor the Profit, 
nor the Pleaſure of Sin, can ſo far corrupt Men's 
Judgments (in the general) as they ſhall paſs them in 
favour of it; but that notwithſtanding all this, and 
all their other Differences and Diſagreements, they 
concenter all, and terminate all in this, that zo fear 
the Lord is Wiſdom, and to depart from Evil is Under- 
ſtanding. The leaſt we can conclude from hence is, 
that, abſtracting from its being told us ſo in Scrip- 
ture, it has in Reaſon and fair Conſtruction, the fulleſt 
Plea to paſs for Wiſdom in the World. Se- 
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Secondly, It is that, without which all other Points 
of *what we call Wiſdom,” will ſignify little or no- 
thing. Not that other Points of Wiſdom are rot 
uſetul and convenient, for they are more than ſo, 
they are abſolutely neceſſary to the conducting us 
in our Affairs, and to the attaining of thoſe Ends, 
which we are bound to perſue, 7. e. Such things as 
we cannot live without, and which yet we cannot 
attain without being wiſe in many partitulars, but 
this is hereby meant, that even the being wife in ma- 
ny, or in all Inſtances beſides, without being Yirtu- 
ous and Religious will ſignify little or nothing to 
the making People happy, which yet is the aim and 
end of Wifdom : So that nothing is hereby detract- 
ed from VViſdom and Underſtanding in any good 
and lawful kind, if it be in Conjunction with the 
Fear of God, and Love of Virtue, but without this 
Conjunction all other V Viſdom is unprofitable, and 
contributes little to the making People happy; for 
to be happy, it is neceſſary to be at eaſe, both in Body 
and Mind, in Body, as far as if is poſſible, but to be ſure 7» 
Mind. And tho' the being Virtuous and Religious, will 
no more ſecure a Man againſt the natural and certain, 
or the accidental Evils and Misfortunes of Life, 
tho' they will neither make a Man of a ſtronger- 
Conſtitution to bear, nor help to prevent moſt of 
the Evils that befal the Body, any more than any 
other particular ſort of Wiſdom will do; yet Vir- 
tue and Religion will make any or all the evil States 
and Conditions of Life more eaſy and ſuportahle 
than any other Wiſdom of any fort will do. What 
Eaſe or Conſolation is àadminiſtred to a Man that 
lies under the Torture of ſome tharp and violent 
Pain, or ſome vexatious lingring Sickneſs, * 

on- 


e 4 nn Preach before 


Conſideration and Remembrance of having read a 
thouſand Volumes, of knowing all the great remark- 
adle Events of every Nation, of underſtanding all their 
Regiments, their Wiſdom, and their Failings? to 
have ſearched into the inmoſt and moſt ſecret Re- 
ceſſes of Nature, and have perſued her through 
all Difficulties and all Obſcurities, to have ſought 
out Countries unknown, and to have travell'd far 
and wide throughout the Univerſe, and have convers'd 
with them in all their ſeveral Languages, to have out- 
done the greateſt Maſters in their ſeveral Faculties, 
and have exceeded them in each his Excellency —— 
all this affords a Man in his Extremities but little 
Comfort; no Joy or Satisfaction riſes from any ſuch 
Remembrances or Conſiderations. And yet theſe 
ſeveral Attainments are each of them accounted 
Parts, and conſiderable Parts of Wiſdom. So that 
the Wiſdom of Religion contributes more to the ma- 
king People happy, than all the Wiſdom of the 
World beſides, as it makes the evil States and the 
calamitous Conditions of Life, more eaſie and ſup- 
portable than all the reſt can do. But then ſor the 
other part of Happineſs, which conſiſts in the Peace 
and Quiet of Mind, and without which Health it ſelf, 
and every other Bleſſing, is as nothing; Religion is 

infinitely ſupEriour to all other Wiſdom, both as to 
getting it, and. keeping it. For ſince to be truly 
happy it is neceſſary to be at eaſe, to be void of all 
_ Suſpicion, and freed from Fear of Danger of any 
Evils that may happen aſter Death, and that nothing 
can ſecure Men from theſe Fears but Virtue and Re- 
ligion, tis evident that they contribute all to the 
making People truly happy, and that all other Wiſ- 
dom ſigaifies but little. It is impoſſible but that all 
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Men ſhould be conſcious of their Guilt, conſcious 
of offending God, and they muſt alſo know that 
Puniſhment is always due to Guilt, and therefore 
that they are to look for Puniſhment : This is an 
unavoidable Concluſion, and the Mind will make it, 
in ſpight of all Oppoſition. And tho' the Delights 
of Sin, and the Variety of Diverſions call Men off 
from thinking on theſe Matters ſeriouſly, and give 
them frequent Interruptigns, ſo as to hinder them 
from making cloſe and ſerious Applications, yet tis 
not poſſible for them always to decline theſe kind of 
Reflections, they will return and take their Opportu- 
mities, and leave their Sting and Torment in the 
Mind. This is that which ſpoils the Happineſs of 
wicked Men, and embitters all their Pleaſures ; there 
is ſomething that perpetually haunts them, and pur- 
ſnes them with unwelcome Remembrances ; and in 
the midſt of Joy, often dejects the Countenance, 
and fills the Heart with Sadneſs. And this, no Wiſ- 
dom of the Earth can long prevent, or ever reme- 
dy ; this can be done alone by Innocence and Vir- 
tue, and Religion, by the Wiſdom that is from above, 
the Wiſdom of fearing God and departing from Evil. 
This can only keep the Mind at Eaſe and Quiet, this 
only frees it from thoſe Jealouſies, and fad Diſtruſts, 
that naturally attend Men's evil Practices, and from 
the Dread of Puniſhment that Reaſon tells them muſt 
be conſequent of Guilt. It is too dangerous a thing 
to make the Experiment ones ſelf, and therefore ler 
another be adviz'd withall that has, let him be ask d, 
Whether the Remembrance of having been as wiſe 
and cunning. in his Dealings, of having underſtood 
the Intereſt of all Nations, and eſpecially his own, 


of having read all Books, and travelled all Coun- 
| .C tries, 
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tries, and ſpoken all Languages, as any one what- 
ever, if any fach Remembrances as theſe afforded 
any Quiet to his Mind; if they vanquiſn'd any Fears, 
or gave him any Hopes, that his Guilt was waſhed 
away, that the Puniſhment of his Iniquity ſhould not 
overtake him, that he might lie down in the Grave 
- with Peace, and riſe again to any Joy or Recompence. 
If the Reflection on any paſt Felicities, the Acqui- 
ſition of a fair Eſtate, the hearing many honourable 
Offices, the having contracted great Relations, 
Friendſhip, and Dependencies, the having liv'd a 
Life of Mirth and Luxury, and having had the 
World at will, has been able to lay the leaſt Riſing, 
of his Conſcience, to prevent the ſmalleſt Pang, or 
cure the hghteſt jealouſy and di fſidence of Heart 
And yet Men think themſelves, and the World ac- 
counts them very wiſe, that have ſo ordered their 
Affairs, as to be Maſters of theſe matters, and at- 
tain to theſe Abilities. They are in truth, ſo far 
from adminiſtring any Eaſe or Comfort to the Mind 
in its Diſtreſs, that either they are never thought 
upon at all, in ſuch a State or Seaſon, or thought 
upon with Trouble and Concern. But Virtue and 
Religion feed the Mind perpetually, and cauſe it to 
forget all its Afflictions; the Joy of Innocence rai- 
ſes the Soul above Oppreſſion; and a lively Senſe 
of God's Favour relieves Men under the ſoreſt Evils 
and Diſtreſſes of this Life. Now if it be impoſſible 
to be truly happy without this Eaſe and Peace of 
Mind, and that this Peace is moſtly wanted and moſt 
ſerviceable in the Days of Tryal, in Trouble, Sor- 
row, Need, Sickneſs, or other Ad verſity, and that all 
other Parts and Points of Wiſdom, ſingle or combin d, 
can in no Meaſure or Degree afford it, and _ Re- 
igious 
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ligious Wiſdom can, it muſt needs be evident, that 
this is that without which all other parts of Wiſdom 
ſignify little or nothing, 2. e. contribute little or no- 
nothing to the making People truly happy. And 
ſince it is the End and Aim of Wiſdom to make Men 
happy, that which contributes little to the attaining 
of that end, will hardly deferve ſo good a Name; 
atleaſt, it will never come in Competition with that 
Wiſdom, which attains its end infallibly, as does the 
_ Wiſdom of fearing God, and departing from Evil. 
But zhirdly, it is that which, alone and of it 
felf, is ſufficient to denominate a Man wife and un- 
derſtanding, without any other Qualifications, and 
that, with as much Reaſon, as any other particular 
thing does, in that it aims at a certain End, and per- 
ſues it by means proper and convenient; and there- 
in is our Wiſdom chiefly ſeen and exercis d in 
chooſing its End, and in proportioning out, and 
pitching upon proper and ſuitable means to the at- 
taining it. And this makes a Man a wiſe Scholar, 
and a wiſe Stateſman, and a wiſe Merchant, and a 
wife Trader, for Wiſdom is not tied to any one thing 
alone, but is exercis d in any, and in every one; 
only, according as the End defign'd is more or lefs 
excellent and deſireable, and the means of compaſ- 
ſing it, better or worſe, more or leſs fitted to the at- 
taining it, ſo is the Wiſdom to be accounted greater 
or leſs: And therefore the Wiſdom of fearing God 
and departing from Evil, is on the ſquare with any 
other Part or Point of Wiſdom, with reſpect to 
itching on its End and Means; yet becauſe that 
End is infinitely the beft and nobleſt End, and be- 
cauſe thoſe Means are much the ſureſt Means of com- 
paſſing their End, —_ the Fear of God * 
2 Os the 
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the departing from Evil, is much the beſt, the ſureſt, 


and the trueſt Wiſdom. And if any one, altho' but 


tollerably good End, and good Means pitch'd upon, 
and compals'd by them, be ſufficient of it ſelf, to 
denominate a Man wiſe and underſtanding, the 
-pitching on the beſt of Ends and beſt of Means, 
muſt certainly be ſufficient to the ſame purpole. 


Shall a Man be accounted wiſe, becauſe he knows 


how many Tings governd in ſuch a Country, and 
what great Accidents befel the State under their ſe- 
veral Reigns? Or becauſe he can number up the Con- 
ſuls in their Order, and can, it may be, prove in ma- 
ny Sheets that ſuch a ones Name is miſtaken a Syl- 
lable more or leſs, and his year aſſign'd him too 
ſoon by three or four? Shall a Man be accounted 
wiſe, becauſe he knows what Signification ſuch and 
ſuch a Word bore in the days of Eunius, and how 
it chang d in Auguſtus s, and decay d in Trajan s, and 
was perfectly loſt in Conſtantine s? Shall a Man 


be almoſt ador'd, that can tell where the Poli- 


ticians of old were found defective, and where they 
acted prudently and fafely for the State? Or eſpecially 
if he himſelf can foreſee a Storm ariſing, and can pre- 
vent its falling there, by otherwiſe diverting it, or 


flying from it? Shall a Man be accounted wiſe, for 
having by Frugality and Induſtry, and by indifferent 


inſight into Buſineſs, ordered his Affairs ſo well, that 
he is able to live handſomly, and keep a good Houſe, 
and leave his Children and Dependents well provided 
- for, or ſeen them well diſpoſed off in his life time; 

for having amaſs d a great Eſtate, by pleading hand- 
ſomly, or trading cunningly, or venturing luckily 
by Sea? Shall a Man, I ſay, be accounted wiſe for 
having ſucceeded well ia any of theſe particulars ; and 


not. 
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not be much more ſo, for having done the beſt thing in 
the World, in the beſt manner? for having ſecur'd an 
_ Everlaſting Intereſt by fearing God and departing from 
Evil 2 by making himſelf as happy here, as Peace of 
Mind, and a good Conſcience, and Security from eve- 
ry Evil and Danger of the other World, and the Hopes 
of Everlaſting Happineſs can make him? which is 
more than any or all the other Inſtances of the Wiſ⸗ 
dom of this World can do. And tho' there are 


ſeveral Exigences when Men may ſtand in need of, 


and deſire very earneſtly to be wiſe in ſuch or ſuch 
a particular Inſtance, yet when Men come to die, 
when they begin to think-of giving an Account to 


God, how they have paſt the time of their ſojourn- 


ing here on Earth, there is then no Want, no Deſire 
of any other ſort of Wiſdom than that of having 


feared God and departed from Evil. And yet this is 


the greateſt Exigence, this is the greateſt and the 
trueſt Tryal of the Excellence and Uſefulneſs of any 
fort of Wiſdom, that can be. And therefore that 
which affords the Mind the greateſt Comfort, 
and when it is moſt wanted, is certainly enough to 
denominate its Maſter and Poſſeſſor wife and under- 
ſtanding, of it ſelf. 


But /aſtly, It is that alone, which God deſigns and ap- 


points us to be wiſe and underſtanding in; and then we 


may be ſure it is the beſt and trueſt Wiſdom. It is that 


alone which he commands us to ſcek and to attain : 


That alone which he has promis'd to reward: And 


that alone whoſe Neglect he will puniſh ; and there- 


fore is the only neceſſary Wiſdom. He hath not 
any where commanded Men, to employ their Time, 
and Pains, and Study, in the Searches of any ſort of 


Wiſdom but this. He hath: given them natural Abi- 


lities, 
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_ * Abilities, and beſtow'd upon them all the Faculties 
that are uſeful or convenient to the attaining any 


fort of Wiſdom, but it is with deſign that they 
{ould all contribute and be ſerviceable to this main 
Point, that they ſhould all promote this heavenly 
Wiſdom of fearing Him, and keeping bis Command- 


ments, He hath no where enjoined Men to be great 


Scholars, and wiſe Stateſmen, excellent Lawyers, 
and dextrous Traders, or any other ſort of Calling, 
but he permits them to be all or any of theſe, per- 
mits them to be wiſe in their Generations, and ap- 
proves their Care and Induſtry, and bleſſes them in 
their Studies, and in the Proſecution of theſe ſeveral 
Ends and Points of Wiſdom, provided they will firſt 
be wiſe towards God, and will firſt ſeek and ſecure 
the Kingdom of Heaven. This is the only Wiſdom 
he commands. And this is 24y. the only Wiſdom 
which he will reward. He will indeed reward the Ef- 
fects of any other Wiſdom, but then it is ſo far only 
as thoſe E contribute to, and ſerve the Ends of 
this Divine Wiſdom. He will reward the Wiſdom 


of a Stateſman, as far as it adminiſters to the Glory 


of God and the Good of Mankind : He will reward 


the Wiſdom of a Judge as far as it contributes to the 


doing Juſtice to all, to the ſuppreſſing Injuries, and 
helping thoſe that ſuffer wy ah He will re- 
ward the Wiſdom of a.P/eader, as far as it contri- 
butes to the extricating Truth from out the En- 
tanglements of fraudulent and cunning People, and 
ſetting it in its proper Light, and reſtoring to every 


one his own. He will reward the Wiſdom of a Tra- 


der as far as it contributes to the employing and re- 
lieving the Poor, and the diſcharging honeſtly the 
Duty that he owes. both to the Publick and his pri- 

| a vate 
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vate Relations. There is no point of Wiſdom that 
ſhall. go without Reward, if it be well employ'd; 
hut it is the being well employ d, 5. e. to good and 
righteous Purpoſes, that can alone challenge this 
Reward, and to which alone it is engaged. So that 
here is no Diſcouragement to any honeſt kind. of 
Wiſdom, if it will be ſubſervient to the nobleſt, beſt, 
and moſt ſuperior Wiſdom in its ſeveral Inſtances, 
but ſtill the Reward is to it only as it is a part of this 
Religious Wiſdom, And as no other Wiſdom is to 
be rewarded, fo neither will the want of any other 
Wiſdom but this, be puriſbed. A Man ſhall fare ne- 

ver the worſe in the other World, for having fre- 
' quently miſcarried in his Buſineſs here, for want of 
- Underſtanding, for having little Reach, flow Apprc- 
henfion, for frequently miſtaking, judging amiſs, 
and without Conſideration, and tor having been a 
weak Man: But he ſhall be ſorely puniſh'd for the 
want of this Religious Wiſdom, there will be no 
Excuſe or Plea that ſhall avail in his behalf ; this 
kind of Ignorance will be unpardonable, and this ap- 
pears molt reafonable and juſt, becauſe it is that of 
which all the World is capable; it is in every ones 
Power to be wile towards God, for otherwiſe it had 
not been made a general Duty, The Obligation of 
fearing God and of departing from Evil, had not 
been laid on all the World, if all the World had 
not, by God's Aſſiſtance, and their own Endeavours, 


been able to perform it. It had been hard indeed, 


if God had made any other kind of Wiſdom abſo- 
lutely neceſlary to be attained by all the World, and 
wen no other helps than what we ſee he ordinarily 
oes, If every Man had been bound under the Pe- 
nalty of everlaſting Death, to be a great Scholar, 
a 
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a great Mathematician, or read in general History, 
or Wiſe in any one particular Inſtance ; we ſhould 
have been at a ſtrange loſs, if all Men were oblig d | 
to be rich and wealthy, and to attain to honourable | 
Office and Employment, in the Court, the Camp, 
or City ; theſe would have been extreamly hard | 
{ 
| 
| 


Terms as the World goes, and Men would have 

thought themſelves unkindly dealt withal, in ſuch a 

Covenant. But that is not the Caſe with us, we 

are oblig'd to be wiſe in matters only, that are with- 

in our Compaſs, we are tied to ſuch a kind of Wiſ- 

dom, as every one is capable of getting, and getting | 
as much as is required of us — and that is, fearing | 

God, and departing from Evil, Theſe are the Con- | 
ſiderations that may ſerve to eſtabliſh the Truth laid | 
down in the Text, by Job, repeated again by David | 
in the Pſalms, and dwelt upon perpetually by 
Solomon in all his Writings, whoſe Authority, in this 

point, is ſuperior to all others, in that he would 
not (though divinely taught) believe, without a 

thouſand vain Experiments, that true Wiſdom, and 

true Happineſs were only to be found, in fearing God, 

and keeping his Commandments. 

I will not allow my ſelf to make a tedious Applica- 
tion of theſe Articles, they are eaſy, plain, and apply 
_ themſelves, as ſoon as 1 The Purpoſe of 
your Meeting is, to do ſome Credit to Jour Selves, 
and the Place of Tour Education, and to renew thoſe 
Friendſhips you contracted in your younger Ape. 
You can do nothing better to the anſwering all theſe 
Ends, than ſtudying to be Virtuous and Religious 
Men; this will make you happy Your Selves, uſe- 
ful to one another, and reflect the greateſt Honours 
on Tour School. a 


Fame 
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Fame and Praife indeed, will Follow Learning 
without Virtue, but Fame and Praiſe are far from 
making People happy; they have made ſome Peo- 
ple very miſerable, filling their Heads and Hearts 
with Pride and Vanity, and Self-conceit, and 
perfectly overſet them. They have ſometimes un- 
dermined the very Ground they ſtoed upon, and 
caus d them to neglect thoſe very Parts that rai- 
ſed them; by which we have ſeen Men of the 
greateſt Hopes, end in Contempt and nothing. 
Nothing but Virtue can make Learning uſeful, 
and nothing elſe can make the Learned happy. 
See you a Man, of great Abilities, whoſe Mind 
is not ſeaſoned with the Fear of God and good 
Principles, and you ſee him in a Diſpoſition and 
Capacity of being a miſchievous and perilous Crea- 
ture, unfit. for private Confidence and Friendlhip, 
or for Society and publick Truſt, And as for do- 
ing Honour to the Place of your Education, it is 
impoſſible, without the being Virtuous and Reli- 
gious ; that Second Mother can neither give it to, 
nor yet receive it from degenerate Children. She 
taught you Languages, and form'd you firſt to In- 
duſtry and Diligence, to Application and Atten- 
tion, to Truth and Juſtice, to Modeſty, Submiſ- 
ſion, and Obedience, and every Virtue proper to 
your. Age. She train d you in the Fear of God, 
early, She made you wait upon him frequent- 
ly, and bid you do it with all the Decency 
and Seriouſneſs you could, compoſing your exter- 
nal Behaviour, to thoſe great Notions you would 
one day have (She knew) of the great Majeſty 
you were before. She taught you to obſerve the 
Diſcipline and Orders of the Church, and to 1 
D that 
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that Conſtitution, that is Rival to the pureſt Ages 

of Chriſtianity, and the Reproach to and immortal 

hatred of the preſent Corruption. And what will 

She not expect from a Soil ſo carefully and ſeaſona- 

bly cultivated 2 She will expect all that is wiſe, and 

virtuous, and religious. And you will give it Her; 

you cannot otherwiſe do Her the Honour you intend 

Hen, VI. by theſe Aſſemblings. The Ming, whoſe Birth glo- 

rified this Day, has in a publick Inſtrument de- 

_ clard, that he deſign'd his School ſhould be Ma- 

iſtra omnium Scholarum. I dare engage one of 

Tis Ends was never better anſwered than it has 

been within our Memory, ſtill is, and ſtill is like 

to be: All things concurr to make and keep it 

flouriſhing. It has excell'd all that that Prince 

could ever hope or wiſh for, in the point of Learn- 

ing, already, (he died before the very Dawn of 

New Learning) but for his other End, good Mo- 

rals, and Religion, his Hope and Wiſh will never 

be exceeded; for being a Prince himſelf, of exem- 
wm plary Piety and Virtue, he aim'd at nothing leſs, 
1.4.0 than making others ſo, and ſo to the laſt Genera- 
1 tion; ſo that we cannot anſwer fully to his Aims, 
without directing all our Studies to the Advance- 

ment of God's Glory, and the Good of Mankind, 

and that is our own Happineſs. There is, I know 

not what kind of pleaſing Pride, in reading that 

ſuch a one, famed for his Learning, Wiſdom, Pi- 

ety, and Goodneſs, was bred in the ſame place, 

8 where we our ſelves were bred; it caſts, we think, 

| 2 ſome ſort of Honour on Us, and breeds a kind of 
Sag noble Emulation in our Minds; it Hou, do ſo; 
we owe it to Poſterity, to leave them as fine Ex- 
amples, as we found, and better yet, if it be * 
l = 


MCG al rd ³ͥ i ß ] odio eee, Co” RY” ON IO ge OY _ * <A a FTTH as tr Ta. aa _.T 


—— —_— — oo * 


© the Gentlemen Educated at Eton-C ollege. bs . 


ble. And 1 will not ſo compliment our Predeceſ- 
| ſors, as not to think the preſent Age will fur- 
niſh out a number that will ſhine to future Gene- 
rations, in all great Qualities and good , equal 
to any that have gone before you. You promiſe 
this, and you will make it good, by Learning, 
Virtue, and good Manners. I will make an end, 
without aſſuming any Liberty, to direct you what 
to do, or what to let alone, on theſe Occaſions ; 
your matter lies before you; you will only give 
me.leave to ſay, that tho this Day is given to 
Joy and Friendſhip, yet it will 'need a lirtle Care 
to let it go no farther. We have begun with God, 
and muſt not end in any thing that will diſpleaſe 
him: It will not become Men of Education, to let 
to-Day's Exceſs, furniſh out matter of Repen- 
tance for to-Morrow ; the Pleaſure we propoſe to 
find in theſe Aſſemblings, would be too dearly 
paid for at that rate. Nor do ] preſs theſe things 
as Fears or ſtrong Suſpicions, but as Cautions, 
that may not unbecome me in this Place. I ſhould 
have diſmiſſed you, with the Words of Nehemiah 
to the Jews ——=Go your: way, eat, and drink, 
and ſend Portions to them, for whom nothing is 
prepar'd but that I am prevented by the good 
Cuſtom that has conſtantly prevail'd with you, 
of making ſuch Collections as become your Qua- 
lities, and Liberal Education, and are indeed the 
Juſtification and the Honour of ſuch Meetings. 
I have, therefore, nothing left to do, but to bleſs 
you in the Name of God, and to beſeech him to 
fulfill you with the Riches of his Grace, to make 
you wiſe with the Wiſdom that is from above, the 
Wiſdom of fearing Him, and keeping his Come 

mand- 
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ERS that yon may become eminent in all 
good Qualities, adorn ' your” ſeveral Callings and 
Profeſſions; do Honour to the Place of * Your E- 
ducation, be uſeful to one another, and to all 
Mankind; and after a Life made happy here by 


Piet y and Virtue, be o for 5 in [ae Wand 
Ans. 1 % 


ne Book Priited "for Ch ales Harper. 


IN Edy upon Miragles. 4 m0 Diſcourſes. - 
A Sermon Preach'd before the King at White-Hall, on Tueſday, 
7 the geb. 1700, Publiſh'd by his Majeſty's ſpecial Command. 
A Sermon Preach'd Augaſt the 4th. 1700. 


All Three by William Fleetwood, Fellow of fur coles 85 and 1 
hin! in Ordingry to his Majeſty. 0 


2 The Hiſtory of the New Teſtament, rn the Actions and 
Miracles of our Blefſed Saviour and his Apoſtles, atrempred in Verſe : 
Andadorn'd with CLII Sculptures. By Samuel Weſity, A. M. Chap- 
lain to the moſt Honourable he Lord Marquis of Normanty, and Au- 
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